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Front Cooer: Jiiger,2ncl Compar-r1; Ilessen-Cassel Feldjiiger Corps, 1776 1777. Pair-rting by Don Troiani.
Courtesy of the artist.

Back Cozter: This missive, in the junior author's ciocument collection, is addlcsseci to ten'itorial
Oberjiigertneister Johann Friedrich Carl r.on Schott (1732--1789). Datccl Hessen-Darmstadt, 6 February
7777,itwas u,ritten by an unide-ntified lancllord (Grrntdlterr). Tl-re signatr-rre is illegible. At thc'timc, r,on
Schott u,as stationed at Idstein, nou,adavs a fresh air rcsort in tht high hills oi the Taunus range due
north of Wiesb;rden in the contenrporary statc of Rhcin-Ilcssen. The locale then lat' rt,ithin the confjnes
oi the Principalit! of Nassau. (Land was eviclentlv sr-rb-enfeoffed to lesser-ranking noble dt nasties based
in other territorial states.) The von Sclrotts, for their part, bclongcd to tlrc free in-rperlal knighth,estate.
Some of its later progen\r r.vere granted the title of Freiherr bv the elector of Hessia in the "erp)osion of
honors" (the ternr of Lartrtnce Stone) that especialll,characterized the ninctcenth ceniury. Managing
hunting prescrves and forested terrain rt'as, it seems, thc clan's special vocation. See Ernst Heinrich
Kncschke, \trl. \,.III, Netit's Dculscfucs Adtlslericotr (Leipzig: Frjeclrich \torgt's Buchhanc'ilung, 1868), pp.
328-329. The lette.r is a sharplv rvorcled con'Lplaint about non-pavment of rt,aEJes to jiigers and their
consecluent lefusal to cut ancl supplv fireu'ood to the manor of Sonnenberg's pool, suffering pcasants
("meine l-eute") during the depths oI the "rat," n jnter season.
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